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III. The Cafe of a Man who was fyoifon d by eating 
Monks-hood or Napellus, communicated to 
the Royal Society by Mr. Vincent Bacon, 
Surgeon , F. S. 

O N Monday night laft, being February the 5 th, 
about Ten, I was called in haft to one John 
Crampler, a Silk-Weaver, in Spittle-Fields ; when 
I came into the Room, I found him lying on the 
Bed, his Head fupported by a By-ftander, his Eyes 
and Teeth fixed, his Nofe pinched in, his Hands, 
Feet, and Forehead cold j and all covered with a 
cold Sweat, no Puife to be perceived, and his Breath 
fo (hort as fcarce to be diftinguilhed: Enquiring into 
the Cafe, I was told that he had been very well all 
Day, and about Eight had eaten a very hearty Supper 
of Pork, and a Sallad dreft with Oil and Vinegar? 
and though he was very merry at his Meal, lie began 
immediately after to find an Indifpofition :* 1 asked of 
what the Sallad was compofed? and was anfwered, 
that there were in it nothing but common Sallad 
Herbs, all which they bought at a Stall in the Mar¬ 
ket, except foine Celery, which they had picked out 
of their own Garden. Sufpe&ing that he had been 
eating fome poifonous Herb, I asked, if he found in 
the beginning of the Diforder any inclination to Vo¬ 
mit? They laid no, but that when he found his IllneJs 
come upon him with great Violence, he believed him- 
felf to be poifoned, and forthwith drank a large quan~ 
tity of Oil, not lefs than a Pint in all, and after that 
he loaded his Stomach with Carduus-Tea ’till he vomit- 
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ed •, and though he threw up the greateft Part of his 
Supper, yet the Symptoms (till encreafed, which made 
them fend for me; but before I could get to him, 
things were come to the Extremity above defcribed. 
Having nothing at hand but a Tea fpoonful or two of 
Spirit of Hartjborn , I forced open his Teeth with 
the Handle of a Spoon, and as his Head was reclin¬ 
ed, I poured the Spirit into his Mouth, which a little 
roufed him, and firft fet him a Coughing, and next 
a Vomiting; I took the Advantage of the little Senfe 
that was returned, and continued plying him with 
Carduus-Tea 'till he had vomited feveral times more, 
but I could not hinder his Swooning often between 
the Times of reaching, though I gave him after each 
forty or fifty Drops of Sal Ftolatile & TinBur. Croc . 
aa.p. a (which I had fent for) in a Glafs of Wine; 
he at length began to find a Working downwards, as 
he afterwards expreifed himfelf, which was followed 
by a Stool; after which he vomited two or three 
times more,and then faid his Head was fo heavy, and 
his Strength and Spirits fo exhaufted, though his 
Stomach and Bowels were much eafier, that he mud 
needs lie down: His Pulfe was then a little returned, 
though very much interrupted and irregular, fome- 
times beating two or three Strokes very quick toge¬ 
ther, and then making a Stop of as long or a longer 
Time than the preceeding Strokes altogether took up. 
Having obferved that what he had laft vomited was 
little more than the pure Carduus-Tea,I then gave him 
a Draught made of Aq. Epklem. 'fher.Androm. Conf. 
Alkerme. &c. and gave Orders to make him fome Sack- 
whey to drink between whiles, fometimes alone, and 
ip cafe of great Faintnefs with fome of the above- 
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named Drops. It being near One o' Clock, I left him,„ 
and calling to fee him on fuefday in the Forenoon, 
found him much amended: lie had lain awake, tho' 
ftill, an Hour or two after I left him, but being very 
cold and chilly, had a great deal of Covering laid on 
him, and then found a kindly Warmth come over 
his Limbs, which wasfucceeded by a moderate Swear, 
and then a quiet Sleep of four or five Hours, from 
which he awaked very much refrefhed } and when I 
was there, was capable of anfwering the Queftions I 
asked him, I mean with regard to Strength } for his 
Senfes had never failed him but during theSwoonings. 
I wanted to fee feme of the Sallad, but was told that 
they had eaten all that they picked, and the red was 
thrown upon the Fire, fo that nothing could be feen 
but the Celery, which being the Produce of their 
own Garden, the Boy who gathered it the Evening 
before, was ordered to fetch fome more of the fame ; 
he prefently brought a Specimen, which I took to be 
the common Monks-hood of our Gardens, called by 
Morifon in his Pralud. Botan. Aconiturn Spied 
Florum ■ pyramidali\ But that this Company may be 
more certain, I have brought a Specimen of the Plant 
taken from the fame Place this Morning, which-the 
Boy fays is of the fame Kind, which he gathered be¬ 
fore, and the Patient upon biting it, declares to have 
the fame Tafte which he perceived on Monday. But 
it may be obferved, that it was not then fo much {hot 
up into Leaves as it is now : I defired him to give me 
an exaffc account of what Alterations he found in 
himfelf after the eating it, and how they came on: 
He faid the firft Symptom was a Senfation of a ting¬ 
ling Heat, which did not only affedt his Tongue, but 
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his Jav7?, fo that the Teeth feemed loofe; and his 
Cheek r were fo much irritated, that the People about 
him, r 7 even his Looking-Glafs could fcarce per- 
fuade Jiim but that his Face was fwelled to twice its 
proper me ^ this tingling Senfation fpread it felf far¬ 
ther and farther, 'till it had taken hold of his whole 
Body, efpecially the Extremities; he had an Unfteadi,. 
nefs in the Joints, efpecially of the Knees and Ancles j 
with Twitchings upon the Tendons fo that he could 
fcarce walk a*crofs the Room, and he thought that in 
all his Limbs he felt a fenfible Stop or Interruption 
in the Circulation of his Blood, and that from the 
VVrifts to the Fingers ends, and from the. Ancles to 
the Toes there was no Circulation at all; but he had 
no Sicknefs orDifpofition toVomit ’till he took the Oil, 
&C. Afterwards his Head grew giddy, and his 
Eyes mifty and wandring, next a kind of humming 
or hilling Noife feemed continually to found in his 
Ears, which was followed by the Syncopes above 
recited. 

There fupped with him two Women the fame 
Night; one of them happened to have a diflike to 
Celery, and therefore laid a-fide all that Ihe took 
for fuch, the other having before been out of order, 
and was not then perfe&ly recovered, eat but fparing- 
ly, but took this fuppofed Celery along with the 
other Herbs; and felt, and complained of all the 
fame Symptoms, but in a lefs Degree than the, Man 
had done. She would not be prevailed on to Vomit, 
but only took the Cordial-Draught above defcribed. 
I faw them both this Morning, the Man is quite well, 
but the Woman is ftill out of order. 
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They fay that there was not put into the whole 
Sallad, more than what grows upon one of thefe 
Roots. 

Feb. 1731. 


IV. Defcriptio Luminum Borealium Vi- 
teniberg# Anno CI3 IDCC XXXII. con/peSlo - 
rum. JuEtore Joh. Frider. Weidlero LL. D. 
Mathef. Frofejf. Frimar. Vitemberg. (2J. 5. S. 


A NNO 1731, die 18 Febr. St. V. circa horam 
ix vefpertinam fereno coelo aurora borealis eni- 
tuir. Nimirum fub feptemtrionibus arcus ater %o 
gradibus parte fui media elevatus hora ix confpec- 
tus eftj cum paulo ante eadem vefpera coelum ibidem 
ferenum fuiflet notatum. Imminens atro illi arcui 
coeli regio Candida erat, atque ex hac fubinde erum- 
pebant fblitaj luminis borei radiationes, five py- 
ramides luminofae, turn etiam vapores candidi perte- 
nues, qui inftar nubecularum celeri motu verfus ver- 
ticem ferebantur. 

Hora x aliquamdiu ceflare motus materia; lumi- 
nofas videbatur; mox tamen vapores albi undarum 
fpecie iterum ex alba ilia coeli regione prodibant: 
imago autem tentorii prope verticem vifa non fuit. 

Hora x. min. 30. alba arcus caliginofi fafcia 
dilatabatur, fed vapores Jucidi inde parcius exibant. 

Pyramides lucida: utrimque prope Septentrionis 
cardinem enafcebantur. Vapores vero flu&uantes 
verfus occafum erant frequentiores. Aer perpetuo 
tranquillus erat. 

Q, q Anno 




